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REFUTATION OF INNOVATIONS AT HOLY SHRINES 


What is Shirk? 

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds. Salutations and peace be upon our master M uhammad, 
the prince of the worlds; and the leader of all prophets and messengers sent to guide the world. 
0 Allah! We ask thee to guide us to the truth and on the right path. 

The most important thing a sensible and a wise person ought to do in these difficult times is to 
strive to save his own self from eternal hellfire. That is not possible, except by knowing the 
correct belief and true tawhid (belief in One God, Allah; true and unflinching monotheism), as 
described and explained by leaders of the Ahl al-Sunnah - scholars and pious gnostics among 
them. 

Shirk means to associate partners with Allah. To negate his oneness. 

There are two types of shirk: shirk fi al-dhat and shirk fi al-sifat. 

Shirk fi al-dhat would be to consider something like Allah in His essence, dhat. Just as He is pre¬ 
eternal (qadim), to also consider something else to be wajib al-wujud (necessarily existing) 
would be shirk. To believe something else to be without beginning or end would be shirk. This is 
associating partners in His dhat. 

Similarly, only Allah is worthy of worship. If someone believes this for anything else, it would be 
shirk fi al-dhat. Or to believe that Allah has a wife or children like Christians who said M ary is His 
wife and J esus is His son or some J ews who said Ezra or even M oses were the sons of god. This 
is shirk in His essence. Because it's believing something else to be pre-eternal. 

Shirk fi al-sifat is associating partners in His attributes such as Seeing, Hearing, Knowledge, Will, 
Life, Power and Existence. These are the attributes of Allah. Just as His dhat is pre-eternal, so are 
His sifat. His attributes have four qualities: 

1 Qadim — they existed pre-eternally. They weren't given to Allah. They have always existed. 
Just as His dhat is qadim, so are His sifat. 

2. Intrinsic (dhati) not gifted ( ata’i). Dhati means without being given by anyone and ata’i 
means given by someone. 

3. Unlimited. They have no limit. How far can Allah see?There is no limit. How much knowledge 
does He have? No limit. 

4. Impossible to cease existing. They will never undergo fana (nonexistence) and it isn’t possible 
for them to. 

If anyone proves any one of these four qualities for any creation, this would be shirk fi al-sifat 

Allah Says In Holy Quran: And Remember When Luqman said to his son, while he was advising 
him: "0 my son, associate not anyone with allah." Undoubtedly the association with Allah is a 
tremendous wrong. (Noorul Irfan- Chapter: Luqman, Verse #B). 
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Allah Says In Holy Quran: "And spend in the way of Allah and cause not destruction by your own 
hands, and do good. Surely, Allah loves those who are kind". (Al-Baqara, Chapter #2, Verse #195) 

Narrated 'Umar bin Al-Khattab: Allah's Apostle said. The reward of deeds depends upon the 
intention and every person will get the reward according to what he has intended. So whoever 
emigrated for Allah and His Apostle, then his emigration was for Allah and His Apostle. And 
whoever emigrated for worldly benefits or for a woman to marry, his emigration was for what he 
emigrated for. (Sahih Bukhari, Chapter: Book of Belief, Hadith No. 54) 



The intention to write this article is only to refute innovations and propagate true 
methodology of doing ziyarah at holy shrines. There are number of innovations can be found 
at holy shrines in our times which cannot be acceptable because these corrupted actions are 
damaging the faith of muslims in overall. These corrupted practices are very harmful to the 
society and muslim ummah. 

Holy Shrines of Pious Servants of Allah: 

Alhamdulillah, we the people of ahlus sunnah believe that, holy shrines of pious servants of 
Allah are the places of barakah and we get lot of benefits here. There is no doubt in that and 
there are lots of references available for the same. But it is very sad to see these days that, 
the holy shrines are being filled with innovations which are not at all permissible in the 
shariah. Rules provided by shariah for visiting (Ziyarah) of holy shrines are being tampered 
and new methodologies are being adopted which are further damaging the teachings of 
ahlus sunnah and lot of people are going out from the fold of ahlus sunnah. This is a big loss 
which cannot be recovered. Every one of us is responsible for this issue and we may need to 
take prompt action (according to his/her strength) without any delays to protect the young 
generations of our time. 

Visiting holy shrines is the sunnah of our beloved prophet But is noted that, innocent 
Muslims are doing prostration and circumambulation nearby holy shrines which is not 
permissible. I will provide only key points here. 
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Prostration at graves: 

Imam Ahmed Rida Rahmathullah Alaihi wrote an entire treatise that extensively covers the 
issue of prostrating to someone other than Allah, entitled, al-Zubdah al-Zakiyyah Li-Tahreem 
Sujood al-Tahiyy ah. (This particular treatise can be found in volume 22, page 425 onwards of 
al-Fatawa al-Ridawiyyah. 

He writes in this treatise: 

"Muslims, 0 Muslims! 0 follower of the Shari'at of the chosen one, know and know with 
certainty that prostration is only for the Almighty Lord and none other. Prostrating to 
someone other than Allah with the intention of worship is undeniably and consensually shirk 
and infidelity. And prostration of respect to someone other than Allah is Haram, indisputably 
a major sin." [Page 429] 

Circumambulation at graves; 

Likewise, Imam Ahmed Rida Rahmathullah Alaihi mentioned in al-Fatawa al-Ridawiyyah 
Vol-9 Page No. 529 that it is not permissible to circumambulate holy graves to mark the 
respect because circumambulation is associated only with Kaba'ah and also it is better 
not to kiss the grave. 

This is the reason he mentioned: Whenever someone visits any holy shrine "as far as 
possible one should maintain one's presence at a distance of four hand lengths (from 

the foot end) . In this way lot of innovations are being avoided and there is no point of 
objection too. 

Teachings of ahlus sunnah; 

Alhamdulillah, ulama of ahlus sunnah are working round the clock worldwide to spread 
true teachings of Islam and also refuting innovations in all ways. We need to support our 
ulama in this regard to promote the true methodology of visiting holy shrines which are 
free from all innovations. 

Prostration and Circumambulation at holy shrines can be commonly seen today in our 
times. Generally people are not looking in to the matter deeply what are the side effects 
with these innovations? By showing such non-permissible acts, deviants are taking 
advantage in all means. After that they misquote the verses of holy Quran and hadith 
and presenting a wrong point of view against ahlus sunnah that "Sunnis are promoting 
such innovations in holy shrines". By doing so, they are misguiding our innocent 
youngsters very easily. I have seen a lot of people gone out of ahlus sunnah after looking 
into these innovations. 
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Innovations at Holy Shrines of Pious Servants of Allah: 

Though it is delayed, still we have time to work against these corrupted actions and 
wrong practices. At the end of this article you can see the current status of one dargah 
from Tamilnadu. No Muslim will ever accept these polytheist practices. All these 
innovations are leading to major shirk. This is a complete resemblance to Hindu temples. 

It has nothing to do with Islam. 

I hope no need to write many details here because the photographs are very clear and 
self-explanatory. All the actions shown in the photographs are not permissible and do 
not have any relation with Islam. All these practices are invented by Hindus and wrongly 
adopted by our corrupted dargah in-charge people. 

It is the responsibility of each and every muslim among us to raise the voice against such 
corrupted practices at holy shrines. The blessed places of auliya allah are being changed 
as places of innovations and corruptions. (Maaz'allah). 

Fatwa From Jamia Nizamia, Hyderabad: 

In this connection, I send one detailed letter to jamia Nizamia, Hyderbadad with all 
photos and recently got response from them. The same is attached at the end of this 
article. I am requesting readers to go through this article completely and share with all 
friends and make awareness among innocent corrupted sunnis. Our intention is to make 
the blessed holy shrines a place without innovations. 

Conclusion: 

]) All the actions shown in the photos are not acceptable and have no relation 
with Islam. 

2) All these practices are taken from hindu rituals and must be stopped. 

3) Dargah management shall fear about their aaqirah and the day of judgment 
because till they recommend these practices the entire credits will be on their 
head only which is a big disaster. 

4) Common sunni muslims who visits dargah shall refute such innovations and 
boycott such corrupted places unless they are free from corruptions to protect 
one's own faith. 

5) Common sunni muslim should ignore and boycott all such innovations and learn 
the methodology of Ziyarah with ulama ahlus sunnah. 
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Feedback; 

Please kindly send your feedback and valuable suggestion to my email for any mistakes 
and improvements. 

Name: Kabeer Ahmed Shaik 

Email: gulamnawaz@ yahoo.co.in 

Whatsapp:-f57]544 230355 
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